
Unit 1J The British Empire 1857 – 1967 bridging work 

 

A key skill to master for the Unit 1 part of the history A Level is to read, understand and summarise 
the main point/opinion/view/argument in interpretations. 

An interpretation is somebody’s view of the past, usually a historian compiling a history about a 
specific time period, event or person. 

Read ‘India before the British Empire’ and answer the following: 

What is the main point Tharoor is making about the British in India? 
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Read ‘The British takeover of India’ and answer the following: 

How did the East India Company gradually secure more power over India? 

 

 

Watch the following: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbiOfQUWo1E  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbiOfQUWo1E
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Read the three interpretations about the Sepoy Rebellion/Indian Mutiny of 1857 and answer the following: 

1. What sorts of things took place during the mutiny/uprising? 

 

 

 

2. What reasons did the Indians have for staging this rebellion? 

 

 

 

3. How does Amit Singh view the actions of the British? 

 

1. What happens to 
the African continent 
within 20 years of 1880? 

 

 

 

2. What does Rhodes 
want to do in central 
Africa? 

 

 

 

3. According to 
Ferguson, what made 
Rhodes’ plans easy to 
accomplish? 
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Unit 1J: The British Empire 1857 – 1967 

Essential reading: 

All historians are expected to obtain a copy of the following textbook: 

Oxford AQA History The British Empire c1857-1967 

 

Suggested reading: 

Frank McDonough The British Empire 1815 – 1914 

 This provides an easy to understand introduction to the British Empire, including key concepts 
that are essential to know and understand for Unit 1. It is a book designed for level 3 study and 
written for students. 
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4. What happened to the Matabele at the Battle of Shangani? 


